
W e lcom e  to th e  178th  is sue  of A Pass ing Fantasy.  Th e  e xiste nce  of th is  is sue  is  
e ntire ly due  to Pe te r Kne il w riting h alf of it for m e !

Divisional Gam e s Re vie w
Th e  Raide rs  got off to a fast start w ith  a 9 3 yard touch dow n pass  on th e ir ope ning 
poss e s s ion.  It w as look ing ve ry good for O ak land on th e ir follow ing poss e s s ion as 
th e y drove  to th e  Cle ve land 7 be fore  a pe nalty put th e m  in a pass ing s ituation and 
th e  Brow ns took  advantage  on th e  ne xt play, pick ing off H ollas in th e  e ndzone  and 
running it back  64 yards .  Give n a s h ort fie ld th e  Brow ns offe ns e  w as able  to drive  
into th e  e ndzone , conve rting a 4th  and goal at th e  2 to tie  th e  gam e .  In th e  s e cond 
q uarte r de fe ns e s  rule d, th e  k e y play a stuff by th e  O ak land de fe ns e  at th e  Brow ns' 
22 and forcing a fum ble .  O ak land got in th e  e ndzone  in tw o plays for th e  only score  
of th e  q uarte r.  Th e  th ird q uarte r prove d to be  de cis ive , th e  Raide rs  took  th e  
ope ning k ick off and drove  38 yards in five  plays be fore  k ick ing a fie ld goal. 

Cle ve land trie d to re ply im m e diate ly, 
th ough  a poor re turn m e ant th e y h ad to 
start from  th e ir ow n te n. H ow e ve r, th e y 
soon got out of th e ir ow n h alf and e igh t 
plays late r th e y h ad first and te n at th e  
O ak land 18.  Unfortunate ly th at's  w h e re  it 
all starte d to fall apart – a fifte e n yard 
pe nalty follow e d by an incom ple tion and a 
s h ort dum poff le ft th e m  at th ird and 23 
and th e n th e  Raide rs  pick e d off th e  de e p 
pass .  O ak land im m e diate ly took  
advantage , a 12 play 80 yard drive  for a 
touch dow n on a s h ort pass  put th e m  17 
points up and e ffe ctive ly e nde d th e  gam e  
as both  de fe ns e s  took  control in th e  fourth  
q uarte r.

Th e  Rave ns also got off to a fast start, but 
turnove rs  w e re  alm ost th e ir undoing. 
Eve ry drive  in th e  first h alf w h e re  th e y 
didn't turn th e  ball ove r th e y score d, apart 
from  th e  last one  w h e re  th e y faile d on 4th  
dow n w ith  tim e  running out.  Fortunate ly 
th e  Baltim ore  de fe ns e  w as also com ing up 
w ith  th e  turnove rs  as th e  tw o te am s 
com bine d for four in th e  first h alf.  Th e  
s e cond h alf produce d th re e  m ore  
turnove rs , but not m uch  offe ns e  and little  
in th e  w ay of scoring as th e  Rave ns 
cruis e d to victory.

Th e  Eagle s once  again e xploite d th e  
Tam pa pass  de fe ns e , but once  again it 
w asn't e nough .  Ph illy w e re  on for th e  big 
ups e t, going in at h alftim e  w ith  a 10-3 
le ad, but th e  Bucs cam e  out in th e  th ird 
q uarte r and score d tw o touch dow ns to put 
th e m  back  in control th e n ice d th e  gam e  in 
th e  fourth  q uarte r w ith  a th ird touch dow n.
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In th e  oth e r NFC gam e , Carolina w ill be  ruing th e  turnove rs , th e y le t th e  Giants ge t 
ah e ad of th e m  in th e  first h alf and th e n couldn't com e  back  in th e  face  of th e  Ne w  
York  ball control offe ns e .  Four turnove rs  for th e  Panth e rs  against only one  for th e  
Giants w as th e  k e y statistic in th e  gam e .

Rave ns/Patriots re vie w
Pe te r Kne il
Alth ough  th e  final score  of 27-14 in our favour sugge sts a fairly close  gam e , th e  
stats sugge st oth e rw is e . W e  h ad th e  ball for 40 m inute s  to th e ir 20; 26 first dow ns 
to th e ir 6 and 500 yards to th e ir 19 0.

W e  starte d w e ll w ith  a FG on our first drive  and w e nt 80 yards for a TD in just four 
plays to go up 10-0. Ne w  England cam e  out pass ing and caus e d us  som e  e arly 
trouble  and q uick ly re sponde d w ith  a 16 yard TD pass . Th e ir ne xt drive  w as four 
plays, all pass e s , and re sulte d in a 33 yard TD pass  for a 14-10 le ad. W e  starte d to 
tak e  control now  th ough  and w e nt 80 yards in 3 m inute s  to re gain th e  le ad. A Pats 
fum ble  gave  us  th e  ball at th e ir 35 and s h ortly afte rw ards w e  h ad m ade  it 24-14 
w ith  a 1 yard run.

D e fe ns e s  w e re  w e ll on top in th e  s e cond h alf, as our Ch ange  Dow n offe ns e  k ick e d 
in, w ith  just a furth e r FG for us to m ak e  th e  final score  27-14 Rave ns .

AFC Ch am pionsh ip Pre vie w
Pe te r Kne il
Afte r trying for a fe w  s e asons , I've  finally w on m y first AFC Ce ntral title  and now  
anoth e r first as I ge t to m y first AFC Ch am pions h ip gam e . I couldn't h ave  w is h e d for 
a tough e r gam e  th ough , as  w e  trave l to Pre -s e ason favourite s  O ak land. Th e y've  
sw e pt all be fore  th e m  th is  s e ason, finis h ing w ith  a ve ry im pre s s ive  14-2 re cord. 
D e spite  Tam pa's  be tte r re cord, O ak land are  cle arly th e  be st te am  in th e  le ague .

So can w e  w in? Judging by th e  41-7 h am m e ring th e y gave  us  in w e e k  7, th e  answ e r 
w ould h ave  to be  'No'! H ow e ve r, th e re  are  grounds for optim ism : Th e  H C for 
Baltim ore  (ie  m e !) calle d a te rrible  gam e  th at day and can only do be tte r th is  tim e ; 
w e  are  ce rtainly one  of th e  form  te am s at th e  m om e nt and th e  de fe ns e  h as  re ally 
ste ppe d up late ly, conce ding just 34 points in our last s ix gam e s . W h e th e r th is  is  
due  to a w e ak  sch e dule , be tte r play calling or a com bination of both , w e 'll find out 
s h ortly.

I th ink  th is  gam e  w ill be  w on or lost in th e  air as w e  are  one  and tw o in rus h  
de fe ns e . O ak land h ave  th e  num be r one  pass  attack  but th e  num be r 20 pass  
de fe ns e .

O n a line  th rough  Cle ve land and Ne w  England, w e  h ave  a ch ance , but ove rall 
Oak land's  re cord is  m uch  be tte r and w ith  H FA th e y h ave  to be  favourite s  for th is  
gam e . I'll be  ve ry disappointe d if it turns out to be  anyth ing lik e  41-7 again th ough !

NFC Ch am pionsh ip Pre vie w
Th e  Giants are  som e w h at luck y to be  in th e  Ch am pions h ip Gam e , but th e ir re cipe  of 
pow e r running and aggre s s ive  de fe ns e  is  a good com bination in playoff football. 
Tam pa Bay h ave  be e n cle arly th e  be st te am  in th e  NFC th is  s e ason and s h ould w in 
th is  gam e  com fortably providing th e y don't give  up too m any turnove rs .




