
W e lcom e  to th e  long aw aite d 177th  is sue  of A Pass ing Fantasy.  It's  unlik e ly I'll ge t 
anoth e r ne w sle tte r produce d th is  s e ason, but, if you w ante d to s e nd m e  a 
contribution anyw ay, e m ail m e  at gam e plan@ crow th e r.info.  Now , on w ith  th e  
playoff pre vie w s .

Cle ve land Brow ns at Oak land Raide rs
W e e k  11 m e e ting: Cle ve land 8 at O ak land 24.

Raide rs  offe ns e : 1st, Run offe ns e : 12th , Pass  offe ns e : 1st.
Brow ns de fe ns e : 4th , Run de fe ns e : 4th , Pass  de fe ns e : 8th .

Th e  Raide rs  h ave  live d off big plays all se ason and it w as no diffe re nt in w e e k  
e le ve n - a couple  of big plays w e re  re spons ible  for m ost of th e  O ak land points .  If 
Cle ve land can avoid giving up th e  long one  th e y h ave  a good ch ance  of k e e ping th e  
Raide rs  to a low  score .

Brow ns offe ns e : 3rd, Run offe ns e : 3rd, 
Pass  offe ns e : 9 th .
Raide rs  de fe ns e : 3rd, Run de fe ns e : 1st, 
Pass  de fe ns e : 20th .

Th e  stre ngth  of th e  Brow ns offe ns e  clas h e s  
dire ctly w ith  th e  stre ngth  of th e  Raide r 
de fe ns e .  Cle ve land w e re  alm ost 
com ple te ly s h ut dow n in w e e k  e le ve n, 
th e y ne e d to m ak e  som e  plays th rough  th e  
air to h ave e e e e  a ch ance .

Baltim ore  Rave ns at Ne w  England 
Patriots
W e e k  3 m e e ting: Baltim ore  28 at Ne w  
England 31

Patriots offe ns e : 7th , Run offe ns e : 24th , 
Pass  offe ns e : 2nd.
Rave ns de fe ns e : 1st, Run de fe ns e : 2nd, 
Pass  de fe ns e : 5th .

Ne w  England de pe nd alm ost com ple te ly 
on th e  pass ing gam e  to score  points .  In 
w e e k  th re e  th e  Rave ns did an O K job for 
th re e  q uarte rs  but le t th e m s e lve s dow n in 
th e  fourth  - I e xpe ct th e m  to do a be tte r 
job th is  tim e .

Rave ns offe ns e : 5th , Run offe ns e : 6th , 
Pass  offe ns e : 5th .
Patriots de fe ns e : 11th , Run de fe ns e : 3rd, 
Pass  de fe ns e : 21st.

Baltim ore  h ave  th e  be st balance d offe ns e  
in th e  playoffs w h ile  th e  Patriots h ave  one  
of th e  w e ak e r de fe ns e s .  H ow e ve r, Ne w  
England do a good job of not giving up th e  
big plays, and w h e n th e y force  offe ns e s  
onto long drive s  th e y ge t turnove rs  - 
s e cond m ost in th e  AFC th is  s e ason.  Th e  
Patriots' be st ch ance  of w inning is  to force  
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turnove rs  and capitalize  on th e m .

Pre diction: Rave ns by 7.

Ph ilade lph ia Eagle s at Tam pa Bay Buccane e rs
W e e k  11 m e e ting: Eagle s 16 at Bucs 48

Bucs offe ns e : 2nd, Run offe ns e : 1st, Pass  offe ns e : 20th .
Eagle s de fe ns e : 13th , Run de fe ns e : 7th , Pass  de fe ns e : 19 th .

Ph ilade lph ia's  de fe ns ive  stre ngth s  m atch  up w ith  th e  Tam pa offe ns e , but it s e e m s  
lik e  th e y're  not q uite  good e nough  for it to do any good.  It's  unlik e ly th e  Bucs w ill 
rack  up 48 points again, but th e y s h ould h ave  little  difficulty m oving th e  ball.

Eagle s offe ns e : 12th , Run offe ns e : 14th , Pass  offe ns e : 14th .
Bucs de fe ns e : 8th , Run de fe ns e : 15th , Pass  de fe ns e : 3rd.

Lik e  th e  oth e r s ide  of th e  ball, it s e e m s  th e  Eagle s are n't q uite  good e nough  to 
m atch  up.  Th e y got som e th ing going th rough  th e  air in w e e k  e le ve n, but it's  
te m pting to be lie ve  th at w as th e  re sult of a couple  of luck y plays rath e r th an 
som e th ing th e y can e xploit h e re .

Pre diction: Bucs by 17

Ne w  York  Giants at Carolina Panth e rs
W e e k  13 m e e ting: Giants 11 at Panth e rs  14

Panth e rs  offe ns e : 13th , Run offe ns e : 21st, Pass  offe ns e : 4th .
Giants de fe ns e : 16th , Run de fe ns e : 18th , Pass  de fe ns e : 10th .

A ave rage  offe ns e  against an ave rage  de fe ns e , m istak e s  w ill probably be  th e  
diffe re nce .  Carolina s h ould k e e p trying to run th e  ball, but th e y k e y for th e m  w ill be  
avoiding inte rce ptions .

Giants offe ns e : 10th , Run offe ns e : 4th , Pass  offe ns e : 19 th .
Panth e rs  de fe ns e : 2nd, Run de fe ns e : 8th , Pass  de fe ns e : 2nd.

Carolina h ave  an e xce lle nt de fe ns e , but are  be tte r against th e  pass  th an th e  run.  In 
w e e k  th irte e n th e  Giants w e re  able  to rack  up ove r tw o h undre d yards on th e  
ground but didn't m anage  to ge t in th e  e ndzone .  A bit m ore  de cis ive ne s s  in th e  
re dzone  is  re q uire d.

Pre diction: Giants by 1

Draft H igh ligh ts
Tw o blue  ch ip q uarte rback s  sat undrafte d at th e  e nd of th e  first round as th e  e ntire  
le ague  s e e m e d e ntire ly satisfie d w ith  th e ir incum be nt starte rs .  Th e  top tw o pick s  
w e re , unusually, a tigh t e nd follow e d by an offe ns ive  line m an.  Th e re  w as th e n a run 
on running back s  as  th e  Bills and Pack e rs  pick e d up th e  be st ath le te s  to be  tak e n in 
th e  first round.  Th e  Broncos s e le cte d th e  first de fe ns ive  playe r, a line back e r, w ith  
th e  fifth  pick .  Eve ry te am  m anage d to pick  up a playe r w ith  at le ast th re e  stre ngth s  
in th e  first round, and th e re  are  only th e  tw o five  stre ngth  QBs le ft w ith  m ore  th an 
tw o stre ngth s .  O n th e  face  of it th is  s h ould be  a cas e  of th e  rich  ge tting rich e r as 
fe w  of th e  te am s in th e  top h alf of th e  draft are  going to gain any advantage  ove r 
th os e  in th e  bottom  h alf.




