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W e lcom e  to anoth e r is sue  of th e  
ne w sle tte r.  Th ank s  to Troy 

D ilw orth  and Andre w  Purdie  for th e ir 
contributions th is  tim e , ple as e  s e e  th e  
e nd of th e  ne w sle tte r for contact de tails 
if you h ave  som e th ing to say.

Yank e e s Continue  to Se t th e  
Pace

Ne w  York  k e pt up th e  pace  from  th e ir 
9 -0 pe rform ance  last w e e k  w ith  a 

sw e e p of th e  O riole s follow e d by a sw e e p 
of th e  Bre w e rs , giving up a total of only 8 
runs in th os e  gam e s , be fore  th e  Ange ls 
prove d to be  m ore  trouble som e  in th e ir 
final s e rie s .  Th e  D e vil Rays atte m pte d to 
k e e p up th e  pre s sure  on th e  Yank e e s  but 
slippe d up on th e  road at low ly O ak land 
and droppe d anoth e r tw o gam e s  back . 
Baltim ore  also fe ll be h ind th is  w e e k , 
los ing in Ne w  York  and th e n Se attle  
be fore  a h om e  w in against th e  Bre w e rs . 
Toronto took  th e  opportunity to close  up 
th e  gap, afte r a s e rie s  loss  to Tam pa th e y 
sw e pt th e  W h ite  Sox be fore  be ating 
Te xas .

M inne sota are  starting to stam p th e ir 
auth ority on th e  AL Ce ntral, de spite  

los ing th e  ope ning s e rie s  to th e  Bre w e rs  
th e y finis h e d w ith  a 7-2 re cord th ank s  to 
sw e e ps  of Te xas and O ak land.  W ith  th e  
re st of th e  Ce ntral only m anaging to w in 
a total of tw o gam e s  outs ide  th e  divis ion, 
th e  Tw ins  now  h ave  a com fortable  le ad.

S e attle  look e d to close  up on divis ional 
le ade rs  th e  Ange ls and starte d off 

w ith  a sw e e p of th e ir rivals, th e n 
follow e d up w ith  s e rie s  w ins  ove r th e  

O riole s and th e  Indians .  Los Ange le s 
bounce d back  from  th e ir initial 
disappointm e nt w ith  a sw e e p of th e  
Indians be fore  com pe ting w e ll in Ne w  
York  but only ge tting th e  one  w in.  Te xas 
m anage d to sw e e p th e  Ath le tics but 
m anage d to w in only one  oth e r gam e , 
w h ile  O ak land surpris e d e ve ryone  w ith  a 
s e rie s  w in ove r Tam pa Bay, but w on no 
oth e r gam e s .

Cardinals Tak e  Control

St Louis  le apt to th e  front of a 
lack lustre  NL Ce ntral w ith  an 8-1 

w e e k , sw e e ps  of Pittsburgh  and 
Ph ilade lph ia w e re  follow e d up w ith  a 
s e rie s  w in in Atlanta.  Th e  Cubs ope ne d 
up w ith  de fe ats against Cincinnati and 
Ne w  York  but th e n sw e pt th e  Nationals to 
re cord a w inning w e e k .  Th e  Re ds  
couldn't build on th e ir ope ning victory as 
th e y got sw e pt by Arizona and th e  San 
Francisco.  Pittsburgh  didn't  re cove r 
from  th e ir initial de fe at, los ing to both  LA 
and San D ie go.

Arizona continue  to dom inate  in th e  
W e st, San Francisco m anage d to 

tak e  a gam e  off th e m  but th e  Re ds  and 
Ph illie s  struggle d to e ve n ge t close .  Th e  
Giants follow e d up th e ir initial de fe at by 
los ing at h om e  to Atlanta be fore  
bouncing back  w ith  a sw e e p ove r th e  
Re ds  in Cincinnati.  Th e  Dodge rs  be at 
San D ie go and Pittsburgh  but th e n got 
sw e pt by th e  Me ts , w h ile  th e  Padre s  got 
sw e pt by W as h ington be fore  a s e rie s  w in 
in Pittsburgh .
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Th e  Nationals be at th e ir ne are st rivals 
th e  Me ts and th e n sw e pt th e  Padre s , 

but w aste d an opportunity to pull cle ar 
w h e n th e y got sw e pt th e m s e lve s in 
Ch icago.  Ne w  York  re cove re d w ith  a 
s e rie s  w in in Ch icago be fore  sw e e ping LA 
at h om e .  Atlanta and Ph ilade lph ia both  
droppe d furth e r be h ind w ith  los ing w e e k s .

A Re turn to th e  H e lm  in 
Oak land – Troy D ilw orth

O n re turning from  m y s e lf im pos e d 
e xile  w h at do I find h as  h appe ne d to 

m y O ak land sq uad?

Th e  batting is  a s h adow  of it's  form e r 
s e lf, 4 big bats h ave  le ft th e  club, 

be st k now n of th e s e  be ing th e ir sw itch  
h itting outfie lde r H arris . H e  w as a 
supe rstar. Th at w ill le ave  a h ole  in any 
batting line up, so it's  no surpris e  th at 
O ak land are  struggling to score  runs . In 
fact, afte r only 60 odd gam e s  th e y h ave  
alre ady score d som e  350 le ss  runs th an 
Arizona!

O n pape r, th e  pitch ing is  pote ntially 
not too bad, h ow e ve r a fe w  le ftie s  

w ill ne e d to be  brough t into th e  ballclub 
to try and tak e  th e  pre s sure  off starting 
pitch e r Alan Be ne s . Th is  w ill probably 
h ave  to w ait th ough  as  th e  batte rs  w ill 
be  th e  m ain focus of fre e  age ncy for 
q uite  aw h ile .

A good starting point w ould be  to w ork  
out h ow  to w in an aw ay gam e  as 

O ak land are  curre ntly a ve ry dism al 1-29  
on th e  road th is  s e ason! If th e  O ak land 
m anage m e nt can fath om  th at 
conundrum  th e n th at w ill go a long w ay 
to putting O ak land back  on th e ir fe e t. 
Just don't e xpe ct any m iracle s in th e  
s h ort te rm  but h ope fully w e  w ill be  
com pe titive  soone r rath e r th an late r!

Pittsburgh  Ponde rings – 
Andre w  Purdie

For th e  Pirate s  th is  s e ason pitch ing 
h as  be e n th e  gre at frustration.  W e  

look  good on pape r but just are n't 
producing. Last w e e k  one  of m y pitch e rs  

starte d tw ice  and m anage d a total of 2 
innings!

Finance s  are  tigh t and re building is  
difficult but in th e  National Le ague  

Ce ntral anyth ing can h appe n.  W ith  th e  
re sults sw inging w ildly for all te am s 
conce rne d it re m ains  th e  tigh te st divis ion 
in both  le ague s .  Still all to play for.

W e e k  Eigh t Ke y Match ups

D e spite  be ing bottom  of th e  divis ion, 
th e  Blue  Jays h ave  give n th e  

Yank e e s  as  m uch  trouble  as anyone  – 
curre ntly th e y are  re spons ible  for 20%  of 
th e ir loss e s , and Ne w  York  h ave  to trave l 
to Toronto.  In th e  National Le ague  th e  
top of th e  table  m atch up s e e s  St Louis , 
com ing off an e xce lle nt w e e k , trave l to 
Ch icago and h ave  an opportunity to build 
a s ignificant le ad at th e  top of th e  
divis ion.

Contact and Link s

S e nd any contributions to Rob 
Crow th e r, gam e plan@ crow th e r.info 

If you ne e d to us e  th e  snail m ail: 9 5 
W e ntw orth  Ave nue , Finch le y, London. N3 
1YN.  For furth e r discuss ion ch e ck  out 
th e  Yah oo! Group at 
h ttp://uk .groups .yah oo.com /group/gam e pl
anbas e ball/  For re sults and statistics  go 
to h ttp://w w w.gbspn.com
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