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W

e lcom e  to th e  MLB4 Ne w sle tte r. 

I'm  h oping to ge t it publis h e d at 

le ast s e m i-re gularly in th e  future , but 

past e xpe rie nce  w ith  ne w sle tte rs  h as  

s h ow n I te nd to ge t discourage d fairly 

q uick ly if I don't ge t any contributions . 

Ye s , th at w as a h int!  Se e  th e n e nd of th e  

ne w sle tte r for som e  contact de tails and 

link s , but now  - on w ith  th e  s h ow ...

Pe rfe ct W e e k s for Yank e e s and 

D iam ondback s

N

e w  York  sw e pt divis ional rivals 

Tam pa Bay and follow e d th at up w ith  

furth e r sw e e ps  of Cle ve land and 

O ak land, catapulting th e m s e lve s ah e ad 

of th e  D e vil Rays to tak e  th e  le ad in th e  

AL East.  Tam pa Bay re cove re d from  th e ir 

disappointing first s e rie s  to ge t s e rie s  

w ins  against divis ion le ade rs  Los Ange le s 

and Minne sota and stay four gam e s  

ah e ad of th e  O riole s in th e  w ildcard race . 

Baltim ore  starte d off w ith  a s e rie s  w in in 

Toronto, follow e d th at w ith  a s e rie s  w in in 

Te xas and finis h e d off w ith  a h om e  w in 

against th e  Indians for a solid 6-3 w e e k , 

giving th e m  th e  th ird be st re cord in th e  

Am e rican Le ague  and also, 

unfortunate ly, th e  th ird be st re cord in 

th e  AL East.  Th e  Blue  Jays re cove re d 

from  th e ir first s e rie s  de fe at w ith  victory 

in Minne sota but slippe d up at h om e  

against Se attle , los ing tw o close  gam e s , 

and finis h  th e  w e e k  firm ly at th e  bottom  

of th e  h igh ly com pe titive  e aste rn divis ion.

E

ve ry te am  in th e  AL Ce ntral finis h e d 

w ith  a los ing re cord, continuing th e  

patte rn of th e  s e ason so far th e  Tw ins  

and th e  Indians w e re  not q uite  as  bad as 

th e  Bre w e rs  and W h ite  Sox.  Th ough  

Cle ve land sw e pt Minne sota in th e  first 

s e rie s  of th e  w e e k , Minne sota m anage d 

to lose  at h om e  to th e  W h ite  Sox. 

Ch icago didn't m anage  to w in any m ore  

gam e s  in th e  w e e k , ge tting sw e pt by 

both  O ak land and Te xas , w h ile  th e  Tw ins  

face d e aste rn oppos ition for th e  re st of 

th e  w e e k  and w e re  pe rh aps fortunate  to 

ge t tw o w ins .  Cle ve land only got one  

w in against th e ir AL East oppone nts 

w h ile  Milw auk e e  m anage d to im prove  

sligh tly, but still lose  to Se attle  and Los 

Ange le s .

I

n th e  w e st th e  Ange ls and Marine rs  

both  sw e pt th e ir re spe ctive  divis ional 

rivals in th e  first s e rie s .  Se attle  follow e d 

th at up w ith  a furth e r tw o s e rie s  w ins  

w h ile  LA w e re  le s s  cons iste nt, los ing at 

h om e  to Tam pa Bay be fore  de fe ating th e  

Bre w e rs .  Te xas and O ak land both  

re cove re d from  th e ir ope ning sw e e ps , as  

th e y both  got to play th e  W h ite  Sox.

O

nto th e  National Le ague  w h e re  th e  

D iam ondback s  continue  to s e t th e  

pace  w ith  sw e e ps  of San D ie go and th e n 

divis ional le ade rs  W as h ington and St 

Louis , only th re e  of th e  nine  gam e s  w e re  

de cide d by anyth ing le s s  th an e igh t runs . 

In th e  battle  to finis h  s e cond to Arizona 

th e  Dodge rs  struck  th e  first blow , 

w inning 2-1 at h om e  against th e  Giants . 

LA couldn't build on th e ir e arly re sults, 

h ow e ve r, ge tting sw e pt by Atlanta and 

th e n los ing to th e  Cubs .  San Francisco 

sw e pt St Louis  th e n m anage d a h ard 

fough t s e rie s  w in in Ne w  York  w h e re  

e ve ry gam e  w as de cide d by one  run. 
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Ce llar dw e lling San D ie go follow e d up 

th e ir initial de fe at w ith  loss e s  against 

Ch icago and Ph ilade lph ia.

T

h e  NL Ce ntral w as alm ost a m atch  for 

th e ir AL counte rparts in ine ptitude  

th is  w e e k , th e  Pirate s  and Cardinals both  

starte d off w ith  s e rie s  w ins , but 

Pittsburgh   lost 2-1 to both  Ne w  York  and 

W as h ington w h ile  St Louis  got sw e pt by 

th e  Giants and th e n Arizona.  Th e  Cubs 

follow e d up th e ir ope ning sw e e p w ith  

s e rie s  w ins  against San D ie go and Los 

Ange le s , w h ile  th e  Re ds  m anage d a 

s e rie s  w in at h om e  against Ph ilade lph ia 

be fore  ge tting sw e pt in Atlanta.

W

as h ington look  to be  th e  bigge st 

th re at to Arizona's  com ple te  

dom inance  th is  s e ason, but s e rie s  w ins  

ove r both  Pe nnsylvania te am s w e re  

sandw ich e d around a sw e e p in Arizona 

w h ich  s e t back  th e ir ch alle nge .  Th e  

Brave s  h ad an e xce lle nt w e e k , de spite  

los ing th e  ope ning s e rie s  against Ne w  

York  – th e y w e nt on to sw e e p th e  

Dodge rs  and th e  Re ds  for a 7-2 w e e k . 

Th e  Me ts w e re n't so luck y, a s e rie s  w in in 

Pittsburgh  w as follow e d by a 2-1 de fe at 

by San Francisco.  Th e  Ph illie s  lost both  

of th e ir first tw o s e rie s  but re cove re d 

sligh tly w ith  a w in against th e  Padre s .

Vie w  From  th e  Bay by Rob 

Crow th e r

I

 k e e p th ink ing I'm  doing re ally badly in 

th is  le ague , but I h ave  th e  th ird be st 

re cord in th e  NL and a tw o gam e  le ad in 

th e  w ildcard. Th e  th ing th at m ak e s  it all 

look  bad is  th e  ph e nom e nal re cord of 

Bo's  D iam ondback s : 9 -0 th is  w e e k  to ge t 

to 45-9 . O nly Paul's Yank e e s  are  

anyw h e re  close  to th e m  at five  gam e s  

back , th e  w h ole  of th e  NL is  now  m ore  

th an 10 gam e s  be h ind th e m .

T

h e re  are  som e  s igns of h ope  in San 

Francisco, for th e  first tim e  th is  

s e ason all th e  starting pitch e rs  are  in 

pos itive  form  at th e  sam e  tim e , th ough  

w e  again suffe re d som e  odd form  w ith  

th e  re live rs  (th e  close r - 3 save s , 1 blow n 

save , -3 form ...). If w e  can ge t a little  

m ore  cons iste ncy out of th e  batte rs  I 

th ink  w e 'd be  w e ll s e t for anoth e r playoff 

appe arance , just ne e d to figure  out h ow  

to w in som e  gam e s  in m y ow n divis ion :)

De se rt D iscussion w ith  Bo 

Mayfie ld

I

 h ad planne d to drop th is  te am  w h e n 

cre dits  ran out but afte r such  a good 

start w ill probably stick  it out to s e e  if w e  

can re pe at. Injurie s  and a VERY tigh t 

budge t w ill m ak e  life  m ore  difficult in 

com ing w e e k s  but th is  is  ce rtainly th e  

m ost tale nte d te am  I've  m anage d.

W e e k  Se ve n Ke y Match ups

T

h e y've  ve ry little  le ft to prove , but 

Arizona's  trip to San Francisco s h ould 

be  th e ir tough e st m atch up th is  w e e k . 

Th e  Giants got sw e pt in Arizona but w ill 

be  look ing to do be tte r at h om e .  Th e  top 

tw o te am s in th e  NL East also face  e ach  

oth e r in th e  ope ning s e rie s , W as h ington 

w ill be  look ing to ave nge  th e  e arlie r 

sw e e p at h om e .  In th e  AL th e  on form  

Marine rs  w ill be  atte m pting to pe g back  

th e  vis iting Ange ls in th e  ope ning s e rie s , 

but th e  big s e rie s  for Los Ange le s w ill be  

th e ir trip to Ne w  York  in th e  final s e rie s .

Contact and Link s

S

e nd any contributions to Rob 

Crow th e r, gam e plan@ crow th e r.info 

If you ne e d to us e  th e  snail m ail: 9 5 

W e ntw orth  Ave nue , Finch le y, London. N3 

1YN.  For furth e r discuss ion ch e ck  out 

th e  Yah oo! Group at 

h ttp://uk .groups .yah oo.com /group/gam e pl

anbas e ball/  For re sults and statistics  go 

to h ttp://w w w.gbspn.com
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